
This has been an incredible, landmark year for Inland Seas Education Association.  Every 
day we see proof that launching the Campaign for the Future of Great Lakes Education 
is absolutely essential. At its heart, this campaign is a response to an unprecedented 
demand for our programs. Before adding the schooner Alliance to our fleet, we were 
turning away more classrooms than we could serve. Now, we are doubling the number of 
young people who experience the wonder of the Great Lakes firsthand. We expect the 
number of program participants to exceed 10,000 this year alone.

October & November 2025

The ISEA Executive Director’s Newsletter is published monthly in digital format and delivered through email 
(Sign up at schoolship.org). This printed mailing is published each fall to update a broader ISEA audience.

Keep your connection to the Great Lakes alive all winter long with our ISEA Cafes! These 
cafes allow us to continue learning and engaging with our community even when the ships are 

docked. Each session offers a unique opportunity to explore important topics, from 
hands-on skills workshops to presentations on local environmental projects and discussions 

about invasive species. To learn more about upcoming cafes, please visit: 
schoolship.org/news-events-category/events/ or follow us on Facebook & Instagram.

Seasons with ISEA

Our 2025 travels took us to Traverse City, Suttons Bay, Duluth, Houghton, Hessel, 
Detroit, Alpena, and Beaver Island, many of which have limited opportunities for Great 
Lakes education. Thanks to your help, Inland Seas is expanding our reach and impact, 
thereby fulfilling our goal of making Great Lakes education accessible for all.

As we enter the final phase of our campaign, we look to our home port. 
The transformation of our Suttons Bay campus will create the perfect 
home for deeper learning and lasting impact. It will be a place where 
students continue their discoveries after a day of sailing or a stay in the 
dorms. Here students can examine samples collected on board, explore 
the watershed, and understand how choices on land shape the health of 
our shared waters.
It will also be a gathering place: for students to share meals, for 
teachers from across the Great Lakes to participate in training, and for 
professionals to convene and learn together. All of this will be in a setting 
that reflects ISEA’s role as the leader in hands-on, experiential, Great 
Lakes education.
Thanks to the generosity of supporters like you, we have already raised 
90% of our $11.1 million goal. To finish strong, we need your help before 
the end of the year. Together, we can ensure that the next generation of 
Great Lakes stewards has the knowledge, inspiration, and community 
they need to care for these waters we all depend on. Thank you for 
joining us in expanding horizons. 

- Fred Sitkins, Executive Director

The Future of Great Lakes Education



Campaign for the Future of Great Lakes Education

Our campus now encompasses 3 acres of waterfront in downtown Suttons Bay, creating a space where we can wel-
come more students, researchers, and educators from across the Great Lakes region and become a destination to 
visit in Suttons Bay. Between our two ships, Leo Creek Preserve, and campus, our places have never been stronger. 
Our incredible team continues to grow as we hire and support passionate professionals who bring learning to life for 
our students.

Together, we have the power to inspire students and participants 
to become passionate stewards of the Great Lakes. This campaign 
is transforming ISEA’s programs, places, and people, but we can’t 

do it without you. Donate today and help us reach our $11.1 million 
goal! Every gift, no matter the size, brings us closer to expanding 
horizons. Visit schoolship.org/campaign to give now and learn 

Donate Today!

Since 1989, Inland Seas Education Association has played a key role in protect-
ing North America’s most important resource for future generations. ISEA has 
equipped young people with the inspiration, knowledge, and resources 
necessary to ensure the long-term health and stewardship of the Great Lakes. 
We’ve added land-based watershed exploration programming during our non-sailing 
season to extend the same type of inspirational, engaging, and experiential 
programs we’re recognized for throughout the year.

As our popular year-round activities have expanded and elevated our work, they have also revealed a critical need for 
growth in our facilities, ship capacity, and staffing. We can achieve our long-term vision and protect the irreplaceable 
Great Lakes, but it will require bold, decisive action: expanding our programs, enhancing our spaces, and increasing 
our investment in people.

As we expand and grow, we 
are elated to be doing “Great 
Things” while also preparing 
ourselves for the next great 
challenge. We are thankful you 
are joining us on this journey.

This campaign is the result of years of hard work, and we’re getting closer to reaching our goals every day. During 
this period of growth, we’ve been reflecting on our organization’s history. A plaque on S/V Inland Seas reads: “Many 
Great Things Are Yet To Be Done.”

Because of this, we launched the Campaign for the Future of Great Lakes Education. This $11.1 million campaign will 
allow us to reach our goals of securing the future of Great Lakes resiliency and stewardship.

This is an exciting opportunity to position ISEA as a trailblazing leader for the future of education in the Great Lakes. 
We will expand hands-on, life-changing programs that engage youth in environmental science and stewardship. We 
will also invest in state-of-the-art facilities. Next year, we will begin construction on our new educational building, 
which will include a ship maintenance facility, programming space, laboratories, and event space.

Thank you from the ISEA Staff!



2025 New Staff

Jess Piskor
Grounds & Maintenance 

Supervisor
Hometown: Suttons Bay, MI

Education: University of Michigan 
Experience: Bare Knuckle Farm, 
SEEDS, Cheeseshops around the 

world
Great Lakes Fun Fact: No one 

believes how big they are until they 
see them.

Skyler Singleton 
Communications Coordinator 

Hometown: Cullowhee, NC
Education: University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill
Past Experience: American 

Whitewater, Outdoor Alliance, 
National Park Service 

Great Lakes Fun Fact: The modern 
Great Lakes are younger than 

Stonehenge. 

Rosali Collier
Office Manager

Hometown: Frankfort, MI
Education: Michigan State University 

& Grand Valley State University 
Past Experience: Northwestern 
Michigan Collge, MSU Extension, 

Suttons Bay Public Schools
Great Lakes Fun Fact: They have a 
combined shoreline long enough to 

wrap around the Earth!

ISEA’s 2025 Impact
This summer, Inland Seas and Alliance sailed the Great Lakes, bringing a 
unique experience to thousands of people. Beyond our regular programming, 
like overnight student trips and public sails in Suttons Bay, our ships participat-
ed in several Tall Ship Festivals. On every sail, people had the rare opportunity 
to step aboard a schooner, not only as a passenger, but as an active partici-
pant.

Onboard, they transformed into sailors, researchers, and conservation stew-
ards. This hands-on learning inspired them to ask “why” questions about the 
Great Lakes, fostering a sense of curiosity and stewardship that lasted long 
after they returned to shore.

Between tall ship festivals, schoolship, and shoreside education, ISEA reached 
10,000 participants in 2025. Everyone who joined us was introduced to our 
mission: to inspire a lifetime of Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and 
passion in people of all ages.

Our ships traveled over 2,800 miles, visited seven ports, and participated in 
three tall ship festivals. We hosted 142 education programs this year and 131 
sails around the Great Lakes. This busy year allowed us to build relationships 
with communities from Suttons Bay to Detroit, and from Duluth to Houghton, 
building a stronger connection to the Great Lakes community.

This meaningful work is building a foundation for the future of the Great Lakes 
and the communities that call them home. Join us onboard or onshore to par-
ticipate in this great endeavor. 



Inspiring Great Lakes Curiosity, Stewardship, and Passion

100 Dame Street #218
Suttons Bay, MI 49682

Ways to connect with us:

Subscribe to our 
monthly newsletter 
by scanning this 
QR code.

isea@schoolship.org

@iseaschoolship
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