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Connecting with Crayfish Remotely Operated Vehicle Program

Dissecting the Watershed

Setting Sail on the Detroit River Geology Sail in Houghton Cherry Festival Air Show

2024 Member Sail Inspecting the Benthos Building an ROV at Discovery Pier

Navigating the Great Lakes Volunteer Crew aboard Alliance Sailing into Chicago



CONNECTING WITH RURAL COMMUNITIES

One of the core pillars of ISEA's mission is to make Great Lakes education accessible to all. By
developing strategic partnerships with local organizations, we bring our programs directly to
underserved communities across the region, tailoring each experience to the specific ecology and
history of the area. This approach allows us to engage both urban and rural communities, ensuring
that everyone has the opportunity to connect with the Great Lakes.

Collaborating with experts from various fields enriches our programs and provides participants
with unique insights into their local ecosystems. Some of the partnerships we have developed
include Michigan Technological University, Michigan Sea Grant, Native American communities, and
more. Whether it's high school students exploring the depths of Lake Superior or a family getting
to hold a live sea lamprey, these partnerships allow us to create deeply immersive and educational
experiences.

By bringing our ships to ports across the Great Lakes, we remove barriers for people to engage
with the Great Lakes near their homes. From a public sail in Suttons bay to an overnight adventure
on Lake Huron, our programs provide hands-on opportunities to learn about Great Lakes ecology,
navigation, and environmental stewardship. Our partnerships around the Great Lakes allow us to
engage with guest speakers, ensuring our programs provide local knowledge and understanding in
each community we work with.

These hands-on experiences are essential to fostering a lifelong connection to the Great Lakes.
Activities like steering a ship, counting fish, and examining plankton under a microscope create
lasting memories and inspire future generations to protect these vital waterways.
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2024 BLOG HIGHLIGHTS

“One student who had moved to the United States earlier this
school year spoke limited English, and it was understandably
difficult to keep him engaged in the material. However, once

the fish aquarium was revealed, | guided him to hold his hand

out so | could place a goby in his palm. His face lit up and after
that, | had a hard time pulling him away from the fishes. Clearly,
the appreciation of aquatic life is something that transcends even

language barriers.”

- Kushi Sulabelle, Great Lakes Education Intern

“The most rewarding part of my job was watching peer teaching in

the diving deeper programs. | always felt so proud of the students

who immersed themselves in the content, and when | could see
= that they cared about the information | had shared with them.
hy ‘ Feeling proud of the students makes me feel like | am a part

R LCHIGAN of something bigger than myself and | can show people how to
e care about the things | care about. It has given me an outlet to
speak up about the lakes | love and the world | want to protect.”

- Izzy Colliton, Spring Intern

“In many ways, the Detroit sails served as a capstone and satisfactory
conclusion to my stint as an intern here at Inland Seas. All of the
passengers we had onboard were incredibly kind, curious, and
passionate about their city. With only a pair of cheap binoculars

in their hands, students were finding excitement in sights as
mundane as a seagull, which was a tremendous energy to
experience and feed off of. | left Detroit reminded of why | love

this organization and the field of environmental education so

dearly. Going forward, you will never again catch me onboard
without my trusty pair of binocs. There’s just too much cool stuff out
there to see, y'all.”

- Lauren Sheffer, Great Lakes Waterways Intern

To read full blog posts, please visit our website at schoolship.org/schoolship-blog







OuRr RoOTS - DONORS

When | joined Tom Kelly as Managing Director of ISEA
back in the year 2000 | was immediately impressed
with the extraordinary dedication of the volunteers
and donors who were the heart and soul of this
remarkable organization. As we focused on telling
the Inland Seas’ story to more and more people
throughout our region, the ranks of our donors
swelled. | recently looked back at our annual report
for 2001 and 2002 and was frankly amazed at the
incredible growth in individual and business donors
during those early years. Increased contributions

at every level were proof positive that donors
understood their support of the unique brand of
Great Lakes stewardship created by Inland Seas
really mattered. Hundreds of teachers were bringing
thousands of students to learn first-hand about the
science of the Great Lakes aboard our tall ships and
none of that would have been possible without the
growing support of Inland Seas donors at every level.
As Kim Biocchi always said, “we cannot thank them

enough”. | am proud to be one of them.

And it was back then that we boldly launched the
Campaign for Inland Seas to convert a turn-of- the-
century lumber yard into a proper home for our
growing organization. Now, with the current leadership
and highly professional staff brought on to carry out
the ISEA mission, we have clearly embarked on the

next great era for this organization.

In that annual report for 2001/2002 Tom Kelly wrote...
“Never in my wildest dreams did | imagine during that
very first Schoolship trip back in 1989, that Inland Seas
would evolve into the organization it has

become today. But then dreams are powerful things.”

- Tom Skinner
ISEA Supporter




FINANCIAL REPORT

Total Revenue: $3,710,377

Program Fees 51%
$187,832

Other 3.5%
$130,822

Contributions 70.2%
$2,603,791*

*This includes pledges in 2024
towards future expenditures.

Grants and 15.2%
Contracts
$565,162

In-Kind Donations 6%
$222,770

Total Expenses: $1,738,230

Fundraising 27%
$469,462

Program Services 62.2%
$1,081,600

General 10.8%
$187,168




DONOR IMPACT

Our ability to inspire Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and passion would not

be possible without the continued support of our donors. We appreciate the
trust in stewarding your resources to provide Great Lakes education for all.

Grant/Corporate Support

Allen Foundation, Inc. \ Anonymous \ Bell's Brewing \ Cherry Republic \ Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge \ DTE Energy Foundation \ Edmund F. and Virginia B. Ball
Foundation, Inc. \ Feather Foundation \ Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa
Indians \ Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation - Elk Rapids Area Community
Endowment, John N. Barnes Environmental Education Endowment, Kingsley Community
Endowment, Richard V. and Kimiko O. Williams Endowment, Rotary Endowment, Suttons
Bay and Bingham Endowment, The Land Use Conservation and Planning Endowment,
YAC- Regional Youth Endowment \ Great Lakes Fishery Trust \ Great Lakes Tea and Spice
Hagerty \ Helen Kay Charitable Trust \ Herrington-Fitch Family Foundation \ HP Foundation
Julius H. and Barbara B. Beers Foundation \ Kiwanis Club of Traverse City Area \ L. Mawby
Vineyards \ Mariel Foundation \ Michigan Department of Natural Resources \ Northern
Latitudes Distillery \ Oryana Community Cooperative \ Rotary Charities of Traverse City
Rotary Club of Suttons Bay-Leelanau County \ The Alden and Vada Dow Family Foundation
The Art and Mary Schmuckal Family Foundation \ The Brookby Foundation \ The Cooper
Charitable Fund \ The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley Foundation \ The Herbert H.
& Grace A. Dow Foundation \ The Les and Anne Biederman Foundation \The Oleson
Foundation \ The Ralph L. and Winifred E. Polk Foundation \ Traverse City Optimist Club
Wilfred and Joan Larson Endowment \ Worthington Family Foundation

e B[13/2024

$72311.7

DOLLARS

To see a full list of 2024 donors, please visit the online annual report at schoolship.org/about-isea



2024 Donors

Captain’s Circle: Superior ($10,000+)

Allen Foundation, Inc.

Anonymous (3)

Beverly Boos

Charles and Susan Cady

Cherry Republic, Inc.

Patrick and Margaret Curtin

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge

Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation

Michael and Rhea Dow

DTE Energy Foundation

Darcy and David Dye

Edmund F. and Virginia B. Ball Foundation, Inc.

Michael Foley and Mary Herrmann-Foley

Martha Garber

Marjorie B. Goebel Trust

Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa

Indians

Rodney Groleau

Herrington-Fitch Family Foundation

HP Foundation

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Lawrence and Susan Burks Family
Endowment

Brad Lyman

Anne Magoun

Peter Magoun

Mariel Foundation

Bonnie K. Mills and Douglas Raymond Eicher

James Richardson

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Robert and Pauline Young Family
Endowment

Rotary Charities of Traverse City

John and Lesa Seefeld

The Alden and Vada Dow Family Foundations

The Brookby Foundation

The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley Foundation

The Herbert H. & Grace A. Dow Foundation

The Les and Anne Biederman Fdn

The Oleson Foundation

The Ralph L. and Winifred E. Polk Foundation

Wilfred and Joan Larson Endowment

James and Pamela Witte

Worthington Family Foundation

Captain’s Circle: Michigan ($7,500-$9,999)

James Bielak and Blair Patch

Richard and Susan Bingham

Richard Cole and Gay Leppink Cole

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Community Funds

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Grand Traverse Regional Community
Foundation

Captain’s Circle: Huron ($5,000-$7,499)

Anonymous

Susan Brown

The Cooper Charitable Fund

Nancy Doughty

Feather Foundation

Gordon J Hammersley Foundation

Hagerty

Rick Howard

Julius H. and Barbara B. Beers Foundation

McComb Family Foundation

Marcie Meditch and John Murphey

George and Cindy Moore

Roberta Poor

Stephanie Prechter

George and Carol Quarderer

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Robert T. Hughes Endowment

The Art and Mary Schmuckal Family Foundation

Dr. William Weiss

Randy and Joan Woods

Captain’s Circle: Ontario ($2,500-$4,999)

John Bevington and Tina Greene-Bevington

Webb Buell

J. Kenneth and Marilyn Cerny

Chevron

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Community Foundation Rotary Endowment

Howard and Mary Cook

Mark and Julie Forbes

Helen Kay Charitable Trust

Gail and Bob Hetler

John and Martha Hicks

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Lee Scholarship Endowment in Memory of
Tom Kelly



Nicholas Longo and Donna Latham

David and Ann Mason

Robert and Tawny Nelb

Dan Remahl

Rotary Club of Suttons Bay-Leelanau County

Michael Rowland

Sally Somsel

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
The Land Use Conservation and Planning

Captain’s Circle: Erie ($1,000-$2,499)

Dr. David Anderson

Anderson Family Charitable Fund

Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby

Bell's Brewing

Jerilyn Brown

Leith and Gloria Butler

James and Karen Click

Robert and Diane Collier

Edward and Barbara Collins

Patrick and Margaret Curtin

Barbara Danly

Nancy and Berkley Duck

Martin M. Easling and Susan M. Kurnick

Allan Edford and Darlene Urso

James and Jill Egan

William Encherman

Mason and Mary Kaye Ferry

Jeffrey and Nancy Fisher

Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family Foundation

Diana Glendon

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Gordon V. Brown Memorial Endowment

Gary Gottschalk

Larry and Barbara Graves

Green Brick Foundation

Raymond Hale

Harry and Lynne Hallowell

Constanza Hazelwood

Herrington-Fitch Family Foundation

Craig and Pat Holmes

Bette Jackson

John Jones and Joan Volkmann

F. Randall Karfonta

Anne Kelly

Susan Kelly

Harvey and Mary Krantz

L. Mawby Vineyards

Harold and Pam Lassers

Kathryn Linenger

Dan Lisuk and Laurie Leppink Lisuk

Mark and Helen Neithercut Fund

Graham and Peggy Martin

Sharron Matthews-Gay

Robert and Eleanor Miller

Elizabeth Mostrom

Frank Noverr and Toni Tonda

Mark and Anne O’Dell

Oryana Community Cooperative

William D. Peace, Jr.

Donna Popke

Pat and Terry Reay

Robert Reider and Susan McCraven

Richard V. and Kimiko O. Williams Endowment -

GTRCF

The Robert H Johnson Trust

Robet Foundation

Sandra and Gary Rouwhorst

Kathryn Schaeffer and Gary Roll

George and Deanna Seifried

Shell Oil Company Foundation Matching Gifts

Fred and Lisa Sitkins

Carole Sutphen

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Suttons Bay and Bingham Endowment

The San Francisco Foundation

Howard Veneklasen

Kent and Suzanne Walker

West Shore Sail Club

Bob and Mary Weyand

James Benedict and Gary Cheadle

Thomas and Kaye Yocum

ISEA Members ($100 - $999)

Rebecca A. Mietzner

Terry and Sandra Allen

Susan Anderson

Richard Andrews

Dennis and Kim Armbruster

William Axdorff

Lynnette Barnes Hinch and Jeffrey B. Hinch
Joe Bartz and Chandra Schorg

Carol Bawden

Bruce and Dorothea Beltman

Cory Beuerle / Century 21 Northland
Marcia Biskupski

Dale and Joan Blount

Norma Blumenschine

Gil Bogley

Amy Bolmer

Tracy and Mark Brant

Paul and Amanda Brink



Doug and Susan Brinklow

Joanne Burnham

Steve Butcher

Colleen Masterson-Bzdok and Christopher Bzdok

Joseph Capuano

Caryn Azure Photography

Nancy and Philip Castagnet

Stephanie Chambers-Duckman

Jan Chapman

John and Laura Collier

Edwina Collins

Andrea D. & Michael D. Muladore

Stacy Daniels

John R Davies

Mark Davis and Mary Sue Kranstover

Richard and Ann DeBoer

Anthony DeRose

Phillip Diller

Dale Downes

Douglas and Sheridan Drake

Susan Dye

Roger and Janet Eberhardt

Ned and Barbara Edwards

Kenneth and Betsy Eike

Elk Rapids Area Community Endowment - GTRCF

Empire Lions Club

Mark and Annette Evans

Marshall Evans

Rebecca Ewing and Charles Eichenlaub

Virginia Leonard

Timothy and Ceri Faas

Brian and Vera Fisher

Robert Flannery

Lee and Jill Foerster

Judith Fowler

Curtis Frasier

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Gardner Mahalo Fund

Stephen Gardner, Jr.

Mark and Jennifer Geiger

David and Penelope Gordon

Great Lakes Tea and Spice

Daniel and Norma Green

Jennifer and Chad Greenwell

Donald and Ann Gregory

Philip Hamburg

Gina Harder

Rebecca and Charles Hastings

Deborah Hecht

Anonymous

Michael and Christine Heroy

Douglas Heyns

Roger Hill

Caroline and John Hirth

Amanda Holmes and Daniel Stewart

Calvin and Kathy Holser

Carol Inman

JenTees Custom Logo Gear

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
John N. Barnes Environmental Education
Endowment

Keith and Claudette Johnson

Kirby and Nancy Keller

Mary Beth Kelley Lowe

Emma Kelly

Ray and Jane Kendra

John and Connie Kerns

Ed and Linda Ketterer

Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Kingsley Community Endowment

Kiwanis Club of Traverse City Area

Collin Knauss

Erin Koenig

Ellen Kohler

Kohls Department Stores, Inc

Betty Koons

Braden Koser

Richard Kosinski and Deborah Ochs

Carrie Krantz

Suzanne Krohn and John Edelman

Kendra Lee Williams

Leelanau Christian Neighbors, Inc

Lauren Leighty & Milton Ayala

Deloris Leppink

Jean Libcke

Tim and Dawn Liston

Halley Lisuk

Juliana Lisuk and Nicco Pandolfi

Alice Littlefield

Phil and Jennifer Loud

Karl Lundquist

Christine M DiDonato

Laurine Madison

Marathon Petroleum

Mike Marsh

Gerilyn and Jamie May

Harold and Kanda McKee

William McKinley and Judith Briggs

Richard and Sue Miller

William and Marguerite Muempfer

Andrew and Ann Munch

Kenneth and Pat Musson



Grace Nelson and George Kopf
Mark Nesbitt and Sara McVay
Jennifer and Patrick Nestor
Rick and Lisa Noble Charitable Donation Fund
Northern Latitudes Distillery
Northport Physical Therapy
Pamela and James Null

Michael O'Donnell and Jan Garfinkle
Michael O'Neill

Claudette and Ken Opland
Peter and Jan Ostrowski
Maggie and Shawn Oudsema
Bill and Loretta Parrish

Patricia Paveglio

Craig and Lisa Pearson
Perez-Sanz Family Fund

Matt and Joddy Perry

Mary Petterson

Anthony Piazza

David and Judith Pohlod

David Porter

Susan and Brian Price
Charlotte Read

Robert Reed

Daniel and Jan Reelitz

Kent and Mary Ann Reynolds
Randy Rippentrop

Tim and Peggy Rod

Dale and Cyndi Rolley

Alina Rudman

Duanne Salswedel

Kurt and Cecily Sanford

Ross and Kerry Satterwhite
Andrew Schaedel

Deborah and George Schankler
Gerald Schatz and Barbara Conley
Lawrence and Barbara Schneider
Jennifer Schofield

Peter and Helen Schulze

Jamie Scripps

Jack and Susan Seaman

Eric Seefeld and Colleen Valko
Brian Shapiro

Duane and Peg Shaw

Timothy Sherck

Frank and Gloria Simkins

Bill and Kathy Small

Marsha Smith

Timothy E. A. Smith

Dick and Pat Solem

Timothy Statler

Mark and Denise Stephens
Dianne Stephenson

Victor and Marlene Stoeffler
Pete Stott

Christine Strickling

Dennis Sumner

Wayne and Patricia Swallow
William and Mary Swift
Elizabeth Swift Redding

Dye Family Charitable Fund of the Greater
Cincinnati Foundation

Mary and Ronald Tonneberger
Traverse City Optimist Club
Debra Travis

David and Karen Ufer

Gloria Veltman

Bob and Marsha Walton

David Watt

Janet L. Watz

Kennard and Judith Weaver
Christine Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weiermiller
Matt and Marie Whybark
Dave Williams

David and Roberta Williams
Fred and Donna Winters
Deborah Witherspoon and William Marbach
Allen and Janice Wolfe

Judy and Antony Wright
Michael and Ann Zipser

Myra Zyburt

ISEA Donors ($1 - $99)

PayPal Giving Fund

John F. Newman Jr.

Taylor Moore

Joan Bensley

Maril McCord

David and Tracy Jelneck

Janet Lampi

William Beaune

Brenda Pearson

Elizabeth Dunham

Mary Heyns

Patrick Barry Jr.

Kathleen Firestone

Nancy and Aaron Keel

Judith Reich

Peter Schroeter

Heart of West Michigan United Way
Charles and Dorothy Sommers



Jeff McPheeters
Theresa O'Brien
Charlotte Sommers
David Gustafson
Anonymous

Ashley C Anderson
Barbara Dove

Bill and Nancy Allen

Bob and Mary Bieszka
Chris Campbell

Dave Maynard

Dennis Turner

Don and Susan Bogue
Douglas and Susan Verellen
Faye Mathia

Frances Okoren

George Hermach

John and F. Susan Harrison
Karen Boomer

Linda Burgert

Lois Jelneck

Mary Shirley

Michael Wills

Omena Womens Club
Patricia Cole

Rich and Marty Brauer
Roger Schmidt

Susan Mostrom
Theodora House
Thomas and Sally Wille
William Strait and Jessica Rickert
Barbara K. Hughes Smith
Armen and Carolyn Googasian
David HB Drake

Sarah Gallagher

Tina A Patterson

John Todd

Don Freed

Linda Noble

Melody Munro-Wolfe
David Foley

Donald Willman

Gifts-in-Kind

Daniel Appel

Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
William Bantle

Conrad Belfour

D & R Welding

ER Ensrud

R. Jeffery Green

John and Barbara Harris
James Houk

Len and Connie Klein
Laser Printer Technologies
Gerilyn and Jamie May
Sandy and Roger Parkins
Michael Poggi

Ed Porter

R. M. Young Co.

Donald and Peggy Ramsdell
Deborah Robbins

Seefeld Boatworks

Dana Vande Water

Bob and Mary Weyand
Randy and Joan Woods
Farm Club

Two K Ciders

Earthen Ales

Gifts made in memory of:

Candace (Candy) Ashley
William Beaune
Linda Noble
Pamela and James Null
Rebecca Ewing and Charles Eichenlaub
Rick and Lisa Noble Charitable Donation
Fund
Myra Zyburt
Sally Somsel
Robert (Bob) Bieszka
William Axdorff
Daniel and Norma Green
Roger Hill
Bob and Mary Bieszka
Janet Lampi
Lauren Leighty & Milton Ayala
Tina A Patterson
Alina Rudman
Christine Strickling
Don Blumenschine
Norma Blumenschine
Richard Boehning
Debra Travis
Anne Bogley
Gil Bogley
Yvonne Conroy
Carole Sutphen
Annette A. Deibel
Ashley C Anderson
Susan Anderson
Dennis and Kim Armbruster



Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
Marcia Biskupski
Jerilyn Brown
Andrea D. & Michael D. Muladore
Judith Fowler
Gina Harder
Suzanne Krohn and John Edelman
Alice Littlefield
Harold and Kanda McKee
Omena Womens Club
Roger Schmidt
Brian Shapiro
Sally Somsel
Dennis Turner
Harriett DeRose
Anthony DeRose
David Dickerson
Deborah Witherspoon and William
Marbach
Robert Doughty
Nancy Doughty
Jack Ewing
Virginia Leonard
Mason Ferry
Mason and Mary Kaye Ferry
Larry Garber
Ned and Barbara Edwards
Martha Garber
Bob Hagerman
Leelanau Christian Neighbors, Inc
Linda Burgert
Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
Pete Stott
Christine M DiDonato
Pat and Terry Reay
David Gustafson
Anonymous
Randy Rippentrop
Wayne and Patricia Swallow
Emma Kelly
Faye Mathia
Robert H. Johnson
The Robert H Johnson Trust
Capt. Thomas Kelly
Amy Bolmer
Lois Jelneck
Nancy and Aaron Keel
Anne Kelly
Emma Kelly
Andrew and Ann Munch
Donald WillmanMason Ferry

Mason and Mary Kaye Ferry
John H. Libcke, MD
Jean Libcke
Benjamin Malcomb McBee
Harvey and Mary Krantz
Dave Mietzner
Rebecca A. Mietzner
Leo Paveglio
Theodora House
Melody Munro-Wolfe
Frances Okoren
Patricia Paveglio
Sally Somsel
Janet L. Watz
Art Vande Water
Dana Vande Water
Elsie Vandeputte
Mark and Denise Stephens

Gifts made in Honor of:

Lindsey Brinklow (Hastrey)

Doug and Susan Brinklow
Becky Ewing

Marsha Smith
Claudia D. Goudschaal

Roberta Poor
Jeff Haeseker

Allan Edford and Darlene Urso
Lily Heyns

Mary Heyns
Tom Kelly

John Jones and Joan Volkmann
The Klang Family

Cory Beuerle / Century 21 Northland
Juliana Leppink Lisuk

Dan Lisuk and Laurie Leppink Lisuk
Peter Magoun Thank You

George Hermach
Dee McClure

Michael Rowland

Lauren Mostrom, Elizabeth Mostrom, and Lloyd &

Jean Mostrom
Susan Mostrom
The Nelson Family
Bruce Popke
Donna Popke
Archer O’Neill
Michael O'Neill
Kathy Schaeffer and Gary Roll
Nancy and Philip Castagnet



Ishmael Wassa
Steve Butcher

David Williams
Kendra Lee Williams

For every kid that was able to experience the program.
Douglas Heyns

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy
of this information. Please contact us with any
errors or omissions.
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Connect With Us

@ ﬁ @iseaschoolship
@ isea@schoolship.org @inland_seas_education_assoc
@ @inland-seas-education-assoc

Subscribe to our monthly digital newsletter at schoolship.org.
Scroll to the bottom of the home page and click on the Subscribe button.

231.271.3077

schoolship.org
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