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The Great Lakes Watershed Field Course (GLWFC) ran for the fifth time in August 
2023 with 19 teacher participants from across the Great Lakes region. We continue 
to receive positive feedback from teachers about this professional development 
opportunity, as it offers a network of like-minded educators and helps teachers 
develop skills in watershed education.  ISEA also facilitated nine online small group 
opportunities for the GLWFC educator community throughout the fall and obtained 
continuing education credits for the first time for these year-round events. The value of 
the program is growing for educators, who now receive more credits, and opportunities 
to bring their students back to our year-round programs. Participants have also become 
some of our biggest allies and advocates as they share our work with others across the 
Great Lakes.

ISEA was awarded a contract from the State of Michigan in 2023 to train our staff in 
Michigan Environmental Education Curriculum Support (MEECS) lessons and facilitate 
MEECS-focused educator professional learning experiences. ISEA facilitated six 
trainings for educators in 2023, reaching 86 participants. This was an important step in 
expanding educator relationships and community partnerships. This opportunity also 
strengthened ISEA’s position as a regional leader in watershed education by building 
our relationship with the State of Michigan’s environmental education program staff. 

Teacher Professional Development Opportunities with ISEA



2023 Blog Highlights

“After a month and a half of getting paid to scoop up mud with kids, 
I found comfort in the non-routine routines of day sails. Different 
kids every day meant learning to be adaptable in the face of all 
types of weather, group dynamics, and learning styles. I loved 
the challenge, taking bits and pieces of my best experiences 
and molding them into a teaching style. Above all, I realized how 
much I valued sharing conversations with the students.”

“I can say that the GLWFC has made me a better teacher. I 
even came up with an idea for a PD of my own that I’ll try to 
present to my district this fall. So, if you’re looking for one more 
opportunity to get some PD in before the summer ends, apply 
for next year’s field course.”

“I pored over the ship documents, practiced knots, learned port from 
starboard and main from mizzen. Finally, I showed up at the dock 
and went on board Inland Seas for the first time.  What had, in 
my initial inquiry into ISEA, seemed like a bit of an afterthought, 
the namesake vessel quickly and clearly became the beating 
heart of the organization for me. Inland Seas is central to the 
mission, she’s the steward-ship that conveys the future of the 
Great Lakes, and I, pardon the expression, got hooked.”

- Meghan Wysocki, Great Lakes Waterways Intern

-Scot Martin, GLWFC Participant

- Phil Diller, ISEA Volunteer

To read full blog posts, please visit our website at schoolship.org/schoolship-blog

“These days, we all need a little hope.  And, we need connection.  
If we’re going to have any chance of a future on this earth, we’re 
going to have to love her much better than we have been.  I’m 
grateful for all the ways ISEA gives hope, connection, and the 
inspiration to love the Great Lakes better… all while sailing 
aboard a majestic vessel.  And, I’m so excited to be a part of it.  

I definitely call it joy!”
-Ben Larson-Wolbrink, ISEA Volunteer



Financial Impact
“I see the funds I donate being put to good use. I see an annual report that I can 

review and see how much of the money actually goes into the program.”  
-Ken Cerny

Donor Impact
Our ability to inspire Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and passion would not 
be possible without the continued support of our donors. We appreciate the 
trust in stewarding your resources to provide Great Lakes education for all.

Foundation / Grant Support
Allen Foundation, Inc. \ Conservation Nation \ DTE Energy Foundation \ Edmund 

F. and Virginia B. Ball Foundation, Inc. \ Gordon J Hammersley Foundation \ Grand 
Traverse Regional Community Foundation - John N. Barnes Environmental Education 
Endowment, Elk Rapids Area Education Endowment, Gardner Mahalo Fund, Genuine 

Leelanau Charitable Endowment, Suttons Bay and Bingham Endowment, The Land Use 
Conservation and Planning Endowment, Richard V. and Kimiko O. Williams Endowment, 
Youth Endowment Grant \ Great Lakes Fishery Trust \ Julius H. and Barbara B. Beers 
Foundation \ Mariel Foundation \ Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 

and Energy (EGLE) \ mParks Foundation \ Rotary Charities of Traverse City \ Rotary Club 
of Suttons Bay-Leelanau County \ The Alden and Vada Dow Family Foundations \ The 
Brookby Foundation \ The Herbert H. & Grace A. Dow Foundation \ The Les and Anne 
Biederman Foundation \ The Oleson Foundation \ The Art and Mary Schmuckal Family 

Foundation \ TUKTAWA Foundation \ Worthington Family Foundation

To see a full list of 2023 donors, please visit the online annual report at schoolship.org/about-isea

Total Revenue Total Expenses
$3,985,910 $1,970,405

Program Fees

In-Kind Donations

Other

Contributions*

Grants and Contracts

1%

49%

6%

40%

4%

Program Services

Fundraising

General and Administrative

75%

13%

12%

*This includes pledges in 2023 toward 
future expenditures.
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of this information. Please contact us with any 

errors or omissions.



100 Dame Street #218
Suttons Bay, MI 49682

Ways to Connect With Us

Subscribe to our monthly digital newsletter at schoolship.org. 
Scroll to the bottom of the home page and click on the Subscribe button.

231.271.3077 isea@schoolship.org

@iseaschoolship
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