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Keeping Course in Uncharted Waters

Early on this year, it became clear 2020 would be
one like no other. Just like so many around the
world, Inland Seas Education Association was
faced with great uncertainty about what a global
pandemic would mean for our organization. If
schools move to remote learning, what would
that mean for our programs? How would health
and safety restrictions affect our presence in

the community? Would the economic impact
threaten the funding we need to do the work

we believe to be so critical? In the wake of some
very exciting years, how do we keep momentum
moving forward?

Though 2020 presented what may be the most
significant challenges we have faced, they were
hardly the first. With over 30 years driven by
innovation, we had developed the wherewithal
to anticipate the proverbial storms on the
horizon and plan early. Protecting the Great
Lakes is no small undertaking, yet Inland Seas
has been leaning into that challenge for many
years by focusing on our mission, making
efficient use of our resources, and approaching
the work as a collaborative community—all key
facets that sustained our work through the past
twelve months.

The best things often lie just outside the comfort
zone. As 2020 forced ISEA outside our comfort
zone, we found engaged staff, volunteers,

and a donor base prepared to create, adapt,

and implement a safe range of programming.

We found the time to complete a significant
repair to our primary vessel, Inland Seas to
prevent disruption to future seasons. Capacity
precautions and fewer groups provided the
freedom to pilot a range of new programming
utilizing our renovated campus. Adhering to
safety regulations opened up new avenues for
training, meetings, collaboration, and engaging
our constituents. The process has revealed much
about what we do and how we do it that will
prove beneficial long into the future.

Without the flexibility and steadfast support of
our volunteers, donors, and grant funders, this
annual report might be telling a different story.
We sincerely thank our volunteers for adapting
to virtual training and meetings, adhering to
safety protocols, and being willing to try new
things. Our donors remained dedicated, many
even increasing their contributions through
this uncertain time, and we are so grateful.

The foundations that support the work of
ISEA demonstrated their confidence in the
organization and the mission with continued
funding and flexibility to enable creative new
ways of delivering our mission. Because of this
community of stewardship, we are proud to
reflect on ISEA’s 2020 story as one of resilience,
perseverance, creativity, and ultimately the
formation of a stronger and more impactful
organization.
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1 gme of Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and passion in people of all ages.



Adapting and Learning

%

A'safely served over 300 K-12 students and over 400 public
participants in 2020 by adapting our programs and reaching
out to new audiences in remote and at-home learning.

This year, Inland Seas embraced limitations as an
opportunity to invest in important projects that
would otherwise be sidelined by a busy sailing
season.

We were grateful to host two interns, Logan
Waggoner (Ohio Northern University) and Gavin
MacDonald (Central Michigan University) who
not only gained a wealth of hands-on experience,
but were instrumental in working with the ISEA
staff to create digital resources with both immediate
and lasting value. The team produced online video
training for volunteers, a virtual field trip video, and
the Going to the Water short film series featuring
community leaders from the Traverse City region
sharing their stewardship inspiration.

ISEA provided training for 13 educators working
with underserved youth from SEEDS 21st Century
Community Learning Centers as part of our
watershed partnership grant with NAAEE. In

addition, teachers who participated in the 2019
NOAA B-WET Great Lakes Watershed Field Course
put their knowledge into practice as over 900 of
their students implemented stewardship action
projects—exponentially expanding the scope of our
mission.

With health precautions aboard the ship, traditional
programs not only provided the same intimate
experience with the Great Lakes, but making
adaptations for smaller groups proved to be an
invaluable practice for our education team.

The resolution to continue the work, despite the
challenges, stretched our team to discover new
methods that simultaneously met the current need
and informed the shape of our future programs.
Because of this experience, ISEA is better prepared
to effectively meet students’ needs in an evolving
educational landscape.



Stud programs learn about water quality,

microbio vasive species, and the food web. These hands-
on experiences provide a framework that sets the stage for
their personal stewardship ethic.




Above and Beyond

An engaged community is critical to our success in
inspiring Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and
passion.

During a difficult 2020, Inland Seas volunteers still
contributed over 2,247 hours of service, valued at
$61,118. In addition, dedicated donors continued
their financial support, and foundations remained
an important contributor to the mission—many
providing extra flexibility for funding, allowing
ISEA to thrive. We greatly appreciate the trust and

Total Revenue $1,321,906

46.50% GRANTS & CONTRACTS 23.24% CONTRIBUTIONS 14.38% IN-KIND
CONTRIBUTIONS

8.49% OTHER 7.38% PROGRAM FEES

participation of financial supporters as we adapt to
new ways of fulfilling our mission.

The continued support is creating space to

expand our offerings beyond Schoolship to take

tull advantage of our Suttons Bay facility with
shoreside programs and impactful multi-day STEM
experiences that shape the way young people see the
world and the great privelege they have to care for
our Great Lakes.

Total Expense $1,092,794

76.69% PROGRAMMING 13.67% GENERAL & ADMIN

9.40% FUNDRAISING

The work of Inland Seas is made possible in part by:

Edmund F. & Virginia B. Ball Foundation

& ¥ Naace

for Environmental Education

DTE

[T =
HII The Alden and Vada Dow Family Foundations UII

THE HERBERT H. AND GRACE A. DOW FOUNDATION

Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation - Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation - The Les and Anne

Biederman Foundation - The Oleson Foundation - The Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation - TUKTAWA Foundation

Allen Foundation, Inc. - HP Foundation - Julius H. and Barbara B. Beers Family Foundation - Mariel Foundation

NWMI Council of Governments - Rotary Charities of Traverse City - Rotary Club of Suttons Bay—Leelanau County

For a full list of ISEA donors, you can find financial reports online: schoolship.org/about


http://schoolship.org/about

The future is exciting and bright for Inland Seas thanks
‘ dicated supporters and volunteers. As we look

ip” to add year-round STEM programming
ite you to be part of this new and

g
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exciting journey.



2020 Captain’s Circle Donors

$100,000+

Edmund F. & Virginia B. Ball
Foundation

$25,000-$99,999

The Brookby Foundation

DTE Energy Foundation

Grand Traverse Regional
Community Foundation

The Herbert H. & Grace A.
Dow Foundation

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

The Alden & Vada Dow Family
Foundations

Allen Foundation

Michael & Rhea Dow

Lawrence and Susan Burks
Family Endowment

The Les & Anne Biederman Foundation

Mariel Foundation

Matt McCauley

The Oleson Foundation

Worthington Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

John Bevington & Tina
Greene-Bevington

Warren & Beverly Boos

Laura Deibel

Robert & Nancy Doughty

Martha Garber

Rick Howard

HP Foundation

D.O. McComb & Sons
Family Foundation

National Marine Lenders Association

Robert and Pauline Young
Family Endowment

David Verdier

Dr. William Weiss

$1,000-$4,999

Janis Acosta & Daniel Ninivaggi

Dr. David Anderson

Lois Bahle & Larry Mawby

Norma Blumenschine

Susan Brown

Webb Buell

Charities Aid Foundation of America

Cherry Republic

Community Foundation Gardner
Mahalo Fund

Community Foundation John N.
Barnes Environmental Education
Endowment

Community Foundation Robert T.
Hughes Endowment

Edward & Barbara Collins

Tom & Margaret Comfort

Howard & Mary Cook

Patrick & Margaret Curtin

Barbara & Bill Danly

Charles & Janet Dickerson

Nancy & Berkley Duck

Timothy Feist & Laurel Braatz

Mason & Mary Kaye Ferry

Jeffrey & Nancy Fisher

Susan & Sanford Fitch

Mark & Julie Forbes

Mark & Jennifer Geiger

Gordon V. Brown Memorial
Endowment

Green Brick Foundation

Rodney & Catherine Groleau

Richard Grout

Robert & Nancy Hagerman

Raymond Hale

Lee Hepner

Herrington-Fitch Family Foundation

Gail & Bob Hetler

John & Martha Hicks

James & Diana Huckle

David & Nancy Hunter

Jerry & Carol Inman

CH2M Hill OMI

John Jones & Joan Volkmann

Julius H. & Barbara B.
Beers Foundation

F. Randall Karfonta

Susan Kelly

Karen Kennedy

Harvey & Mary Krantz

The Land Use Conservation and
Planning Endowment

Harold & Pam Lassers

Lee Scholarship Endowment

Dan Lisuk & Laurie Leppink Lisuk
Gary Longton
Brad & Amy Lyman
Leith & Gloria Butler
Peter Magoun
Graham & Peggy Martin
Sharron Matthews-Gay
Robert & Eleanor Miller
George Moore
Elizabeth Mostrom
Robert & Tawny Nelb
Mark & Anne O’'Dell
Bonnie Petersen
Ellsworth & Carla Peterson
Charitable Foundation
Bobbi & Stephen Polk
Roberta Poor
Gilbert & Nancy Powers
R. M. Young Co.
Pat & Terry Reay
Dan Remahl
Jerry Ring
Robet Foundation
Rotary Club of
Suttons Bay-Leelanau County
Rotary Charities of Traverse City
Brenda & Bill Rustem
Richard & Norma Sarns
John & Lesa Seefeld
Fred & Lisa Sitkins
Sally Somsel
Suttons Bay Bingham Endowment
Howard Veneklasen
Kent Walker
James & Kathy Westlake
Bob & Mary Weyand
Randy & Joan Woods



2020 Donors

Mark & Connie Adamson

Robert Alflen

Robert & Diane Collier

Susan Anderson

Philip & Mary-Lis Andrus

Kent & Mary Ann Reynolds

Dennis & Kim Armbruster

Cathie Ballard

Gary & Christi Bardenhagen

Patrick Barry Jr.

Joe Bartz & Chandra Schorg

Steven & Jennifer Baynham

Bruce & Dorothea Beltman

Benzie Area Zonta

Ken & Janet Bergsman

James Bielak & Blair Patch

Harry & Stephanie Blount

Dale & Joan Blount

Boardman Place
Condominium Association

Gil & Anne Bogley

Don & Susan Bogue

Amy Bolmer

Karen Boomer

Tracy Brant

Rich & Marty Brauer

Paul & Amanda Brink

Keith & Joanne Burnham

John Byers

Christopher Bzdok & Colleen
Masterson-Bzdok

Susan Cahn & Mario Batali

John & Mary Caldwell

Chris Campbell

Rockefeller Capital Management

Joseph Capuano

Cathead Point Association

Kathleen Cavanaugh

J. Kenneth & Marilyn Cerny

Stephanie Chambers-Duckman

Lillian Chapman

Jan Chapman

Dave & Sue Chrostek

Terry & Jody Clark

Bradley Clements

Zonta Club of Milford

Patricia Cole

Tim Curtin

John & Laura Collier

Edwina Collins

Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan

Duanne Cook

Larry Coppard

Vince & Marianne Cornellier

W. Scott Craig & Carol Bawden
Sharon Czapiewski

Allen & Jane Damschroder
Stacy Daniels

Thomas Darnton

Robert Davidson

John R Davies

Mark Davis & Mary Sue Kranstover
Richard & Ann DeBoer
Anthony & Harriett DeRose
Rita Dickie

Mary & Gerald Dillinger
Greg Dodds

Barbara Dove

Douglas & Sheridan Drake
John Dye

Martin M. Easling

Roger Eberhardt

Allan Edford & Darlene Urso
Ned & Barbara Edwards
James & Jill Egan

Kenneth & Betsy Eike
William Encherman

John Ester

Marshall Evans

Mark & Annette Evans
Virginia Leonard

Honest Eyes LLC

Timothy Faas

Hugh & Betty Farber

Roger & Kathleen Fendt
Dick Firestone

Brian Fisher

Karen Flemming

Maureen Fletcher

Michael Foley

Breanne Forbes Hubbard
Debora & Kevin Foster
David & Cathy Frazee

Don Freed

Don & Karen Fritz

Richard Ingram & Susan Froelich
Sarah Woodside Gallagher
Douglas & Shirley Gembis
Anne Giffels

Bob & Nancy Giles

Diana Glendon

James & Linda Glover
David & Penelope Gordon
Don & Jane Gorski
Grandview Restaurants Inc, Firefly
Larry & Barbara Graves
Daniel & Norma Green
Gerry & Bonnie Greene
Donald & Ann Gregory

James & Jan Gross

Richard Halbert

Brooks & Linda Hale

Jan & Carol Hale

William Hansen

Gina Harder

John & F. Susan Harrison
Rebecca Hastings

David & Margaret Hauser
Larry Hauser & Barbara Abbott
Anonymous

Vera Hernandez

Michael & Christine Heroy
Ashley Heyboer

Hillquist Family Foundation
Caroline Hirth

William & Suzanne Hoff
Nancy & David Hoft
Terry & Ruth Ann Hoiles
Craig & Pat Holmes
Amanda Holmes & Daniel Stewart
Calvin & Kathy Holser
Mel & Marlene Hopp
Roger & Susan Howell
Sherry Hupp

Barton & Gail Ingraham
Bette Jackson

T Michael & Joan Jackson
Barbara Jacob

Lois Jelneck

Keith & Claudette Johnson
Judith Jones

Kirby & Nancy Keller
Anne Kelly

John & Connie Kerns

Ed & Linda Ketterer

Ray & Maria Kingsley

Len & Connie Klein
Collin Knauss

Russ Knopp

Erin Koenig

Ellen Kohler

Betty Koons

Matthew Koser

Richard Kosinski & Deborah Ochs
AnnMarie Kotre

Dan & Karon Laviolette
Micah Leinbach

Jean Libcke

Tim Liston

Halley Lisuk

Mike Lodes

Jim & Monica Logan

Phil & Jennifer Loud

Karl Lundquist



2020 Donors

John Lynch, IIT & Anne Hiemstra
Anne Magoun

Leonard Marszalek

Dave Maynard

Dee McClure

Paul & Susan McEwen

William McKinley & Judith Briggs
Ernie Mendenhall

Margaret & Jack Messer

Richard & Sue Miller

Susan Moldovan

Robert Moler

William & Marguerite Muempfer
Andrew & Ann Munch

Kenneth & Pat Musson

Mark Nesbitt

Jennie Nestor

David & Yvonne Nordstrand
Theresa O’'Brien

Michael O’Donnell & Jan Garfinkle
Timothy O'Neill

Michael O’Neill

Tim & Mary Ann O’Neill

Robert & Kathleen O’'Neill
Susan Ulrich Olsen

Claudette Opland

Steven J. Orr

Peter & Jan Ostrowski

Shawn & Maggie Oudsema

Leo & Patricia Paveglio

Craig & Lisa Pearson

Brenda Pearson

Donald Penniman

Mary Peters

Mary Petterson

Chuck & Sally Plachetzki

Donna Popke

Julia Putnam

Radian Labs

Charlotte Read

Daniel & Jan Reelitz

Robert Reider & Susan McCraven
Raymond Reinert

Lonell Rice

James Richardson

Joanne Robb

Tim & Peggy Rod

Gary & Anne Rogers

Dale Rolley

Nikki Rothewell & Daniel Young
Sandra & Gary Rouwhorst
Thomas & Connie Rumbach
Salesforce.com Foundation

Ross & Kerry Satterwhite

Andy Schaedel

Kathryn Schaeffer & Gary Roll

Gerald Schatz & Barbara Conley

Thomas & Susan Schmidt

Lawrence & Barbara Schneider

Aiden Scholle

Peter & Helen Schulze

Kathy & Bob Schwartzenberger

Eric Seefeld

George & Deanna Seifried

Duane & Peg Shaw

Shell Oil Company Foundation

Heather & Richard Shumaker

John & Dianna Shumsky

Frank & Gloria Simkins

Ted & Kelly Slater

Bill & Kathy Small

Timothy E.A. Smith

John & Kathleen Snedeker

Mark & Denise Stephens

Dianne Stephenson

Victor & Marlene Stoeffler

Joshua Stoltz

William Strait & Jessica Rickert

Wayne & Patricia Swallow

Elizabeth Swift Redding

Sara Switzer

John & Martha Thiede

Herman & Laurie Thomas

Alpena Tri-County Area Zonta Club

Catherine Turnbull

Rosemary VanOosterhaut

Vanguard Charitable

Gloria Veltman

Douglas Verellen

Mrs. Roberta Volkmann

Patricia & James Votava

Bob & Marsha Walton

David Watt & Becky Watt

Kennard & Judith Weaver

Christine Weber

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Weiermiller

Matt Whybark

Harry & Susan Wiberg

Dave Williams

Michael Wills

Deborah Witherspoon &
William Marbach

Allen & Janice Wolfe

Molly Frederick Wolft

Woodward & Curran Foundation

Robert, IIT & Diane Young

Jay Zelenock

Michael & Ann Zipser

Zonta Club of Alpena

Zonta Club of Big Rapids Area

Zonta Club of Lansing
Zonta Club of Mt. Pleasant
James Benedict

In-Kind Donors

Curt Beckett

Charles & Susan Cady
Gerald Devol

Mary & Gerald Dillinger
Linda Emmert

John Fisher

Jerrold M. Fisher
Mark & Julie Forbes
Don & Jane Gorski
James Graczyk

Gary Hoensheid & Patrick Neslor
John Jameson

Anne Kelly

Thomas & Jean Knighton
Karl & Shirley Kristen
Ronald Loeher

Gary Longton

Paul & Susan McEwen
Mike Moyer

Jeffery Nielson
Andreas Prindl
Michael A. Reed
James Richardson
Gary & Anne Rogers
Robert Steiner
Swallows Partnership
David & Janet Sweet
Mary Tonneberger
Bob & Marsha Walton
Cherryll Walzel Frick
James Weickert

Fred & Donna Winters



2020 Volunteers

James Bielak
Jeff Brown

Bill Chaney*
Rob Chapman
Lee Christens
Sue Chrostek
Bradley Clements
Pat Curtin*
Bob Davidson
Allan Edford
Jill Egan

Kim Eike
Mike Foley
Mark Forbes*
Mike Gillette
Jim Glover

Ciara Glynn
Bob Hagerman
Fred Hall

Gina Harder
Barb Janowiecki
Paul Janowiecki
Emma Kelly
Marcel Kerkove
Mary Krantz*
Jana Laidlaw
Harold Lassers*
Dan Lisuk

Jack Messer
Donna Popke
Linda Posler
Nancy Powers*
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Pat Reay*

Jerry Ring*
John Seefeld*
George Seifried
Linda Shaw
Marta Slocum
Sally Somsel*
Dena Smith
Wayne Steinhour
Laurel Travis
Bob Walton
Bob Weyand
Thom Yocum*
Mandi Young

*Served on ISEA Board of Directors
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