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Message from the Director

There are special times in life when things all seem to come 
together and align perfectly. In contrast to periods of good 
fortune or when something really good happens, I’m referring 
to those times where a great deal of thoughtful planning, hard 
work, dedication, and sacrifice all culminate to make the 
strongest impact possible. 

We are in the midst of one of those special moments at ISEA. 
Organizational assets, new program options, increased audience 
base, and overall organizational capacity are all peaking at a 
time when students and teachers seem more accepting than 
ever of their role in stewarding our precious natural resources. 
The students we are working with today are incredibly thoughtful, 
intelligent, capable, and perhaps most importantly, willing to get 
involved and make a difference. As a result, I am very confident 

that the support and inspiration ISEA is able to provide these students today will make a huge difference 
on our Great Lakes long into the future. 

I hope as you review this annual report that you take a moment to feel joy and pride for the important 
role you have played in equipping ISEA to have the greatest impact possible during this special 
period in time. 

Fred Sitkins, ISEA Executive Director

Dear Friends of Inland Seas:

What an impactful year it has been at Inland Seas Education 
Association with new facilities, expanded programming options 
and a record-breaking number of participants who are curious 
to learn how to advance their stewardship of the Great Lakes. 
In June we celebrated the completion of the Captain Thomas 
M. Kelly Biological Station in Suttons Bay, MI. Named for our 
founder and visionary, the facility is equipped for multiple day 
learning experiences, expanding our educational offerings to 
all four seasons. This past summer our tall ship vessels Inland 
Seas and Utopia moved through the Great Lakes to ports such 
as Detroit, Cleveland, Green Bay and Duluth, exposing more 
communities to the learning opportunities available through our 
organization.

On behalf of our Board members, I want to thank our partners, guests, school and university 
participants, staff, volunteers and donors who make it all possible.

Patrick Reay, 2019 ISEA Board of Directors, President

Our Mission
Inspire Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and passion



2019 Impact
287

Programs

11,366
Participants



152 School Programs



Milestones
30-year Anniversary of Inland Seas Education Association
Opening of the Inland Seas Capt. Thomas M. Kelly Biological Station
Engaged 5,601 people in Cleveland, Green Bay, and Duluth with our message



VOLUNTEER IMPACT

“Little did I know when I met [ISEA] at St. Helena Island Lighthouse in 2016 that this Ohio girl would 
be jumping on board a schooner many more times. Every day truly is an adventure when volunteering 
with Inland Seas Education Association!” ~Amanda Williams, 2019 Volunteer of the Year

129 12,591
(Based on estimated national value by 

Independent Sector)

$320,189

$
Volunteers Hours Value



Catherine Allchin
Dave Anderson
Rob Baier
Barry Banks
Francis Bedell
Irene Beltinck
James Bielak
Andrea Birkhofer
Don Blumenschine
Jeff Brown
Mary Burton
Christine Butler
Randy Buyze
John Casteel
Kenneth Cerny
William (Bill) Chaney
Rob Chapman
Lee Christens
Sue Chrostek
Marcia Clone
Patt Cole
Eddee Collins
Dick Cookman
Jon Creal
Patrick Curtin
Jacquie Daley
Bob Davidson
Patrick Demers
Michele Derouin
Chuck Dickerson
Heather Dourron
Barbara Dove
Allan Edford
Jill Egan
Kim Eike
Meriwether Eisenhard
Sue Erdmann
Joe Farrell
John Fletcher
Michael Foley
Mark Forbes
Mike Gillette
Jim Glover
Linda Glover
Catherine Groleau

Juliet Hafford
Bob Hagerman
Ray Hale
Elaine Hall
Fred Hall
Jackie Hall
Dennis Hammar
Gina Harder
Gail Hastings
Joseph Havens
Lee Hepner
Sal Hernandez
Vera Hernandez
Jean Inglehart
Bette Jackson
Barb Janowiecki
Paul Janowiecki
Randy Karfonta
Fred (Fritz) Keesler
Emma Kelly
Karen Kennedy
Chad Kirchner
Mary Krantz
Harold Lassers
Dan Lisuk
Laurie Lisuk
Gary Longton
Joan Longton
Phil Loud
Brad Lyman
Pete Magoun
Leonard Marszalek
Dave Maynard
Tom Maynard
Ernie Mendenhall
Jack Messer
Donna Miller
Bob Moler
Jan Mueller
Mary Murphy
Jennie Nestor
Alex O’Brien
Anne O’Dell
Jan Ostrowski
Pete Ostrowski

Beth Patch
Donna Popke
Linda Porath
Linda Posler
Nancy Powers
Chris Raterink
Pat Reay
Dan Reelitz
Jerry Ring
Gary Rogers
Dale Rolley
Kathy Sanders
Kathy Schaeffer
David Schang
Tracy Schang
Margaret Schofield
John Seefeld
George Seifried
Frank Simkins
Marta Slocum
Bill Small
Dena Smith
Sally Somsel
Tina Soyring
Melonie Steffes
Wayne Steinhour
Erin Nicole Teubner
Barb Trippe
Bob Walton
Marsha Walton
Dr. Bill Weiss
Cheryl Wenstrom
Tom Wenstrom
Tom Wessels
Bob Weyand
Amanda Williams
Nina Wilson
Allen Wolfe
Thom Yocum

2019 Volunteers

We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of this information. Please contact 
us with any errors or omissions.



“I can’t imagine a better way to build 
intergenerational love for the Great 
Lakes than getting people of all 
ages out sailing on the water. You 
folks rock, or sail as the case may 
be!” ~2019 Donor Roger Eberhardt, 
Haslett, Michigan

Special thanks to the following
2019 donors:

Make your impact in 2020 at
schoolship.com/donate.

DONOR IMPACT

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation

Charts provided by:
Aaron M. Stevens, CPA - Maner Costerisan PC

The 2018-19 Audited Financial Statements can be 
found in the online annual report at
schoolship.org/about-isea. Click on

Financial Reports at the bottom of the page.

http://schoolship.com/donate
http://schoolship.org/about-isea


2019 Donors

$100,000+
Anonymous 
Edmund F. and Virginia B. Ball Foundation, Inc.
$25,000-$99,999
Allen Foundation, Inc.
DTE Energy Foundation
Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
The Herbert H. & Grace A. Dow Foundation
$10,000-$24,999
Grand Traverse Regional Community Foundation
Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative
Mariel Foundation
The Alden and Vada Dow Family Foundations
The Les and Anne Biederman Foundation
The Oleson Foundation
TUKTAWA Foundation
Worthington Family Foundation
$5,000-$9,999
100+ Women Who Care
John Bevington and Tina Greene-Bevington
Cherry Republic
Robert and Nancy Doughty**
Martha Garber
Generation IV Charitable Trust
Rodney and Catherine Groleau
HP Foundation
Julius H. and Barbara B. Beers Foundation
Rich Koward
Pat and Terry Reay**
Rotary Club of Suttons Bay-Leelanau County
The Seabury Foundation
$1,000-$4,999
Hugh and Nikki Acosta
Allan B. Copley Charitable Trust
Anonymous
Anonymous
Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
James Benedict
Richard Bingham
BNY Mellon Trust of Delaware | National Financial 
Services LLC
Warren and Beverly Boos
Susan Brown
Webb Buell**
Lawrence and Susan Burks*
Leith and Gloria Butler

Charles and Susan Cady
William Chaney and Anita Abbott
Chemical Bank
Edward and Barbara Collins**
Howard and Mary Cook
Patrick and Margaret Curtin**
Barbara and William Danly**
Michael and Rhea Dow
Darcy Dye
Timothy Feist and Laurel Braatz**
Mason and Mary Kaye Ferry**
Jeffrey and Nancy Fisher**
Mark and Julie Forbes
David and Penelope Gordon
Grandview Restaurants Inc, Firefly
Green Brick Foundation
Robert and Nancy Hagerman**
Rebecca Hastings*
Lee Hepner**
Michael and Christine Heroy
Herrington-Fitch Family Foundation
Gail Hetler
John and Martha Hicks
Craig and Pat Holmes**
James and Diana Huckle
David and Nancy Hunter
Bette Jackson
Jacobs Engineering Foundation
Susan Kelly
Anne Kelly**
Harvey and Mary Krantz
Harold and Pam Lassers
Leelanau Solar, LLC
Brad and Amy Lyman**
Peter Magoun
Sharron Matthews-Gay
Robert and Eleanor Miller
George Moore
Janis Acosta and Daniel Ninivaggi*
Pour for More
Gilbert and Nancy Powers**
Primetime Partners
R. M. Young Co.
Dan Remahl**
Jerry Ring
Robet Foundation
Brenda and Bill Rustem*



Dick and Norma Sarns
John and Lisa Seefeld**
Fred and Lisa Sitkins**
Suttons Bay Art Festival
Rusty and SJ Trapp
Howard Veneklasen
David Verdier
Western Michigan University
James and Kathy Westlake
Randy and Joan Woods**
Thomas and Kaye Yocum*
$1-$999
Norma Adams
Mark and Connie Adamson*
Robert Alflen*
Bill and Nancy Allen
Kimberly and William Alm
Amazon Smile
Dr. David Anderson*
Joy Anderson
Susan Anderson
Joyce Anderson
Philip and Mary-Lis Andrus*
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dennis and Kim Armbruster
Candace Ashley
Jane Baker*
Bruce and Judy Balas
Cathie Ballard*
Barry and Jamie Banks*
Gary and Christi Bardenhagen
Joe Bartz and Chandra Schorg
Shirley Baylis
Steven and Jennifer Baynham
Brenda Pearson
Bruce and Dorothea Beltman
Loren and Joan Bensley
Benzie Area Zonta
Ken and Janet Bergsman
Cory Beuerle / Century 21 Northland
James Bielak and Blair Patch*
Rebecca and Dennis Bigelow
Megan and Ross Blackport
Harry and Stephanie Blount
Don and Norma Blumenschine*
Dale and Lynne Boersema
Gil and Anne Bogley*

Don and Susan Bogue
Amy Bolmer
Karen Boomer
Rich and Marty Brauer
Julia Braverman
Paul and Amanda Brink*
Lark Burger
Barbara Burke
Denise and Michael Busley
Linda Butka
Susan Cahn and Mario Batali
John and Mary Caldwell
Chris Campbell
Josephine Case
J. Kenneth and Marilyn Cerny
Gail Chambers
Stephen and Carol Chambers
Stephanie Chambers-Duckman*
Robert and Sue Chapman
Jan Chapman
Cecelia and Michael Chesney
Lisa and Jeffrey Chimner
Dave and Sue Chrostek*
Connie Clark
Terry and Jody Clark
George and Marykae Clayton
Susan Cline and Robert Cline, MD
M.E. Coe
John and Laura Collier
Edwina Collins
Amy and James Coneset
Duanne Cook
Larry Coppard
Barbara Coye*
Tim Curtin
Renie Cutler
D.L. Neu & Associates, Inc.
Allen and Jane Damschroder
Stacy Daniels
Thomas Darnton*
Robert Davidson
John R Davies*
Mark Davis and Mary Sue Kranstover
Richard and Ann DeBoer*
Anthony and Harriett DeRose*
Roberta Deuker
Kevin Diels and Jane Damschroder
Kathleen Dinkel
Greg Dodds*



Nadine Dolan
Karen Maro-Doren and W. Peter Doren
Barbara Dove
Gary and Sandy Drew
Nancy and Berkley Duck
Jennifer and Timothy Dutmers
Susan Dye and Oakleigh B. Thorne*
Easling Construction Company
Roger Eberhardt*
Allan Edford and Darlene Urso*
Karen Edgley*
Edward’s Home Furnishings, Inc.
Katherine Edwards
James and Jill Egan*
Kenneth and Betsy Eike
Ellsworth and Carla Peterson Charitable Foundation
D. Edward and Ann Emenheiser
William Encherman
Katherine Epple
John and Virginia Erb
Marshall Evans*
Rebecca Ewing and Charles Eichenlaub
Timothy Faas
Hugh and Betty Farber*
Richard Fasi
Doris Fauth
Roger and Kathleen Fendt*
Juliana Fernandez
Brian Fisher
Michael “Jud” and Carey Fisher
Raymond and Alexandra Mary Fix
R. F. Flannery
John Fletcher
Lee and Jill Foerster
Michael Foley
Robert and Sandra Foote
Deboarah Foster, Jr.
Cindy Fraser*
Susan Frye
Stephen Gardner, Jr.
Laura Garneau
Mark and Jennifer Geiger
Bob and Nancy Giles*
Mary Bevans Gillett
Diana Glendon
Cynthia Glines, MD
James and Linda Glover*
Lauren Golba
Goodwill Industries of Northern Michigan

Don and Jane Gorski*
Larry and Barbara Graves
Great Lakes Tea and Spice
William Green
Jennifer Greenwell
Donald and Ann Gregory
Jennifer Groseclose
Nancy Grote
H Louis Gurthet
Kim Hagerty
McKeel Hagerty
Raymond Hale*
Gerald and Kathleen Hale*
Steven and Margaret Hall
Debra Hall
Philip Hamburg
Cynthia and Scott Hardy
Margaret Hardy
Mary Harrison
Jerry and Shane Harrison
John and F. Susan Harrison*
Paula Hartmann
David and Margaret Hauser*
Charles Havill
Eileen Heck
Vera Hernandez
Michael and Carrie Hill
Hillquist Family Foundation
Caroline Hirth
Kathleen Hoehne
Gary Hoensheid and Patrick Neslor
William and Suzanne Hoff
Nancy and David Hoff*
Amanda Holmes and Daniel Stewart
Pamala and  Ryan Holmes
Calvin and Kathy Holser
Mel and Marlene Hopp
Erin House
Michael and Marsha Howard*
Barton and Gail Ingraham
Interior Contracting Inc
Beccy Janis
Marie Jannausch-Hooper
Lois Jelneck*
Barbara Jewell
Keith and Claudette Johnson*
Laura Jolly
John Jones and Joan Volkmann
Kelly and Ransom Jones



Ruth Jones 
Alonzo Keathly
Nancy and Aaron Keel 
Kirby and Nancy Keller*
Emma Kelly*
Jessica and Andrew Kempf
Todd Kennell
Marguerite Hunter Kenney
John and Connie Kerns*
Ed and Linda Ketterer
Kevin Hall Builders Inc
Len and Connie Klein*
Jerry and Donna Klinefelter
KMN Home
Terry Knott
Dick and Sherry Koenig*
Erin Koenig
Ellen Kohler
Betty Koons
Matthew Koser
Lois Kowalsky*
Karl and Shirley Kristen
Karen Kuehlhorn
Ward and Carol Kuhn
Kristen Kurjan
Elizabeth Kurtz Argo
Terri Lacroix-Kelty
Barbara Lemieux
William Leugers, Jr.
John and Jean Libcke
Julia Lilley
Tim Liston
Mike Lodes
Jim and Monica Logan
Michelle and Steven London
Gary Longton
A. Catherine Look
Phil and Jennifer Loud*
Claudia Lounis
Timothy C. Lund
Karl Lundquist
Jeremy Lyman
John Lynch, III and Anne Hiemstra
Monstrey MacDonald
Magnum Hospitality
Anne Magoun
Andrew Magoun
Angela Maleski
Marlis Mann

Kristin and Peter Marinoff
Leonard Marszalek
Graham and Peggy Martin
Cheryl Mazurek
Gloria McClay
Paul and Susan McEwen*
Steven McInally
Michael and Susan McIntyre
William McKinley and Judith Briggs
Kathryn McNitt
Rebecca and Paul Mead
David Mengebier
Joseph Meredith
Paula Mierle
Richard and Sue Miller
Priscilla Miller-Pierson
Robert and Renee Mittelstaedt
Robert Moler
Susan Mostrom
William and Marguerite Muempfer
Kenneth and Pat Musson
Robert and Tawny Nelb
Mark Nesbitt
Jennie Nestor
Network for Good
Newcomers Club of Traverse City
Nifty Things!
Larry and David Noling
David and Yvonne Nordstrand
North Woods Yoga
Barbara Nowinski
Melissa and Shawn O’Brien
Theresa O’Brien
Mark and Anne O’Dell
Michael O’Donnell and Jan Garfinkle
Robert and Kathleen O’Neill
Old Mission Women’s Club
Susan Ulrich Olsen
Michael and Victoria Oltersdorf
Claudette Opland
Susan Osborn
Peter and Jan Ostrowski
Terrie Palma*
Leo and Patricia Paveglio
Paypal Giving
Phyliss Peacock
Craig and Lisa Pearson*
Donald Penniman
Elmer and Ruth Peterman



Mary Peters 
Bonnie Petersen
Althea Petritz
Mary Petterson
Larry and Rebecca Peyton
Chuck and Sally Plachetzki
Carrine and Mark Pomaranski
Roberta Poor*
Jeane Poos
Donna Popke
Elizabeth Pretella-McKeller
Derk and Shannon Pronger
Henry Puch
Charlotte Read*
Daniel and Jan Reelitz
Robert Reider and Susan McCraven*
William Renz*
Kent and Mary Ann Reynolds*
Michael Rhyner and Alice Kohl Rhyner
Lonell Rice*
James Richardson*
Cindy Riddle Barnard
Kathryn and Bernard Riker
Richard and Janet Robb
Madeline Robinson
Lisa and Andy Robitshek
Tim and Peggy Rod
Gary and Anne Rogers*
Dale Rolley
Dane Ross
Virginia Runkle
Jay and Cindy Ruzak
Kurt and Cecily Sanford
Susan Sanzi-Schaedel
Jennifer and Adam Satchwell
Ross and Kerry Satterwhite
Blythe Skarshaug
Kathy Schaffer and Gary Roll
David and Tracy Schang
William Scharf
Gerald Schatz and Barbara Conley
Joan Carol Schloop
Connie Schultz
Peter and Helen Schulze
Heather and Richard Shumaker
Robert Schwartz
Jack and Susan Seaman
Eric Seefeld
George and Deanna Seifried*

Duane and Peg Shaw
Stephen Shetron
Mary Shirley
Larlynn Shugart
Frank and Gloria Simkins*
Charlotte Simkins
Linda Sliwinski
Bill and Kathy Small
Timothy E.A. Smith
B.A. Smith
Kimberly Smith
John and Kathleen Snedeker
Dick and Pat Solem*
Charles E. Sommers
Charlotte Sommers
Sally Somsel**
Marcia and Michael Spitzley
Debbie Spratt
Molly Stanifer
Dennis Starner
Leslie and Paul Starsoneck
Steelcase Foundation
David Stenman
Mark and Denise Stephens*
Dianne Stephenson
Victor and Marlene Stoeffler
Jana Stone
E.E. Straebel
Susan Straebel
William Strait and Jessica Rickert
Patrick Sullivan
Suttons Bay Chamber of Commerce
Wayne and Patricia Swallow
Marie Musson Schwartz and Jeffrey Swartz
Kathy and Bob Swartzenberger
William Swift
Elizabeth Swift Redding
Phil and Denise Swy*
Alice Tang
Terry Taylor
The Economic Club of Traverse City
John and Martha Thiede
Herman and Laurie Thomas
Eunice Thompson
Bridget Thunte
Mary Tonneberger
Traverse City Optimist Club
Nancy Trumble
David and Karen Ufer*



Gretchen Uhlinger 
Kevin Vann
Rosemary VanOosterhaut 
Gloria Veltman
Douglas Verellen
Susan and Todd Vigland
Patricia and James Votava
Kent Walker*
Richard and Christine Walter
Ronald J. Walton
Frederick Warner
Andrea and Bruce Warren
Therese Waters
David Watt and Becky Watt
Kennard and Judith Weaver
Christine Weber
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Weiermiller
Jennifer Weil
Bob and Mary Weyand
Rita Whaley
Matt Whybark
Harry and Susan Wiberg
David and Roberta Williams
Dave Williams*
Donald Willman

Richard and Betsy Wilson
Melisa and Matthew Winter
Deborah Witherspoon and William Marbach
Allen and Janice Wolfe*
Constance Wood
Sharon Workman
Michael Worzniak and Laura Arbaugh*
David Wright and Julie Quinn
Jared Yaple
Brad Yocum
Linda Zalewski
Jay Zelenock
Zonta Club of Alpena
Zonta Club of Big Rapids Area
Zonta Club of Gaylord
Zonta Club of Ludington Area
Zonta Club of Mt. Pleasant

*Crew or First Mate Member
**Captain’s Circle Member

We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of this information. Please contact 
us with any errors or omissions.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hagerman receiving Schooner Society Award at 2019 Donor Celebration Dinner



45th Parallel Cafe and Candy World
Robert Bayer Jr
Katherine Bulkey
Charles and Susan Cady
Gloria Cobb
Patricia Cole
Common Good Bakery
Ronald Dunbar
Dick Firestone
Cynthia Fischer
Rebekah Fuller
Nancy Giffels
James Graczyk
Grand Traverse Pie Company
Grandview Restaurants Inc, Firefly
Raymond Hale
Hansen Foods
Lee Hepner
Rose Hollander
Hop Lot Brewing Company
Keith and Claudette Johnson
John Jones and Joan Volkmann
Mike Kott
L. Mawby Vineyards
Carol LeGray

Lowe’s Home Improvement
Monstrey MacDonald
Magnum Hospitality
Margaret and Jack Messer
Mundo’s Roasting Company
Laura Nagy
Northport Boat Yard
Frank Noverr and Toni Tonda
Shawn and Maggie Oudsema
Richard Paterson
Victor and Jean Peterson
William Plachetzki
Andreas Prindl
James Richardson
Kathy Schaeffer and Gary Roll
Kathy and Bob Schwartzenberger
Shady Lane Cellars
Fred and Lisa Sitkins
Dena L. Smith
Sally Somsel
Sharon Heydlauff Starling
Pete Stott
Sweet Tartlette
Tandem Ciders

David and Roberta Williams 

Gifts in Honor of:
Pat Curtin
Chuck and Janet Dickerson
Lee Hepner
Brad Lyman
Peter Magoun
Graham and Peggy Martin’s Grandchildren

Bruce Popke
Frank Simkins
Marlis and Tom Skinner
Joan Young

Gifts in Memory of:
Pete Bentley
Richard Boos
Ruth Cantieny
Kay Christian
Gerald Collins
Ann and Richard Degnan
David Dickerson
Elizabeth Foley
William Foster Jr
Larry Garber
David Garber
Ngaire Hepner
Dr Julienne Hoff

Jerry Inman
Tom Kelly
Ross Lang
John H. Libcke, M.D.
Brian Mckown
David A Nordstrand
Joe Panyard
M. Joseph Pearson, MD
Donald A. Schneider
Harold D. Smart
Russ Stroud
Tom Van Oosterhout

In-Kind Donors



100 Dame Street #218
Suttons Bay, MI 49682

Photo: Francois Hudson-Roux

Inspiring Great Lakes curiosity, stewardship, and passion


